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Tales from Aishima

Hi everyone. My name is Nori. Today, I want to talk to you about me. I live
a very different life from most of you. Did you know that I have no friends
in my class? Please don't feel sorry for me. You see,the thing is, I am the
only person in my class.

That's right, me. All by myself.

“How did this happen?” you ask. I live on a small island called Aishima.
There are some schools in Hagi that have more people than all of Aishima.
We have only 250 people on Aishima.

Life is slower on Aishima. Even the internet is slower on Aishima. We
carry lots of very large watermelons; everywhere. I think that’s why not
many people live on Aishima.

On Aishima, we have a 24 hour shop. It’s called the vending machine. Trust
me, it’ s not that exciting.

Last year at Aishima Junior High School, the 3rd grade was most of the
school. Now they have gone and I was a little sad. There are only two 2nd
graders this year and no 1st graders. That means that Aishima Junior High
School has only 3 students. So I am a very important member of the school.
If I’ m sick, the school is in chaos. Not many students can say that.

So being the only 3rd grader, I am the big cheese, the top dog, the boss.
Not that I'm mean to the 2nd graders. For a start there are two of them
and one of me. I like to think of myself as their senpai or mentor.

Sports Day will be very interesting. Of course, I will be busy that day. I
have a lot of speeches to do. Also I have to do the Matsuken Samba dance.
Culture Day will be very tough. It will be a long day and I will have many
performances to do. Maybe I will have to do the Matsuken Samba dance
again.

Sometimes I wish I had friends in my class. I have to answer every question.
I can’t look around for other people to answer. I cannot hide in my class. I
have to study very hard because the teacher knows when I don’ t study.

In P.E. class, I am with the whole school. So recently, the three of us were
practicing volleyball. Unfortunately we couldn’t play a game. 2 against 1 is
not fair. I am good at table tennis, though. I practice table tennis a lot.

This is my last year of being by myself. I'm a little scared to leave Aishima.
Next year, I will go to senior high school. I hope I'll be okey. I will no
longer be a ‘big fish in a small pond.” I am 14 years old and on Aishima,
there are no girls. So senior high school will be exciting. I think that when
I go to senior high school, I will be distracted. I hope so.

I may not have any friends in my class, but I do feel lucky to live on
Aishima. I live a different life, but a happy life.
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