
The Specially Created Exhibition 
 

 

The Beautiful Japanese City of Hagi 
 
 

――TThhrroouugghh  tthhee  EEyyeess  ooff  aa  TTrraavveelliinngg  FFoollkklloorriisstt  CCaalllleedd  

TTssuunneeiicchhii  MMiiyyaammoottoo――  
  

    TTssuunneeiicchhii  MMiiyyaammoottoo  wwaallkkeedd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr  HHaaggii  
cciittyy,,  tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr  KKaawwaakkaammii  vviillllaaggee,,  eettcc..  iinn  tthhee  11996600ss,,  aanndd  
ttooookk  aa  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppiiccttuurreess  iinn  tthhoossee  ppllaacceess..  
    HHee  sshhoowweedd  aa  ddeeeepp  iinntteerreesstt  iinn  tthhee  rroouuttiinnee  ooff  ddaaiillyy  lliiffee  

wwhhiicchh  wwee  wweerree  aapptt  ttoo  oovveerrllooookk,,  aanndd  pphhoottooggrraapphheedd  iitt..    
TThhee  ppiiccttuurreess  ttaakkeenn  bbyy  hhiimm  wwiillll  eennaabbllee  uuss  ttoo  ccaattcchh  aa  
gglliimmppssee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoonntteenntteedd  lliiffee  aanndd  aa  ttyyppiiccaall  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  
JJaappaanneessee  cciittyy..  
    WWhhaatt  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  hhaass  mmaaddee  HHaaggii  aa  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  

JJaappaanneessee  cciittyy??  

  

DDeecc..  2222,,  22000077  ～～  AApprr..  88,,  22000088  
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THE SPECIALLY CREATED EXHIBITION                     
ABOUT TSUNEICHI MIYAMOTO 

 

IN PURSUIT OF THE VIEWPOINT OF TSUNEICHI 

MIYAMOTO 
 

Tsuneichi Miyamoto (1907～1981) is from Suo-Oshima town, 
Yamaguchi prefecture ( formerly Towa town, Oshima county). 
  He was called “ a traveling folklorist.”  He walked around all 
parts of Japan to keep a record of culture of each district.  He 
also made a contribution to promoting the development of 
agriculture and forestry. 
  In the meantime, he turned his eyes to the routine of daily life, 
and took as many as 100,000 pictures all over the country.  
Through viewing this large collection of pictures, we can see 
precious things which we would have otherwise missed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



From “ My Japanese Map No.13：Hagi and its neighborhoods ” 

written by Tsuneichi Miyamoto  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “ …people in this city haven’t destroyed the lifestyle from old times....” 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

“ …as it were, it was no exaggeration to say that they had lived against
progress …they had a strong desire to keep a traditional lifestyle.... ” 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 * Tsuneichi Miyamoto was engaged in the general scientific 
research of Mishima island (1960~1962), and the urgent research 
of the collection of folk materials of the area which was to be 
submerged after the completion of the Abu River Dam 
(1968~1969).  So he visited the former Hagi city, Mishima island, 
the Six Islands village, the former Kawakami village, and the 
former Fukue village.  In those places he took more than 2000 
pictures.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

“ … This diligence and deliberation should be rewarded.  I don’t think this
sort of lifestyle is out of date.... Economic gains are not the only object of
our human life.”  

 

 



 
 

 

“ The island was filled with the cries of children all day long, so their
parents had something to live for.... They felt happy to be with their
children, and entrusted their future dreams to them....” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This exhibition is based on the collection of pictures about the 

Hagi area taken by Tsuneichi Mtyamoto in the 1960s.  In this 
exhibition, we’d like you to try to see the way of life he was 
especially interested in.    

                                


